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Lee - Jackson Celebration Picnic  
Jacksonville, Florida - January 18, 2014 

 The Kirby-Smith Camp Lee – Jackson Birthday Cele-
bration Picnic was a phenomenal success. The food this year 
was simply first rate and that is thanks to 1st Lt. Chris Bunton 
and several camp members who started the cooking process ear-
ly the day before. The event went off without any issues and the 
crowd was busy with many of the planned activities. Compatriot 
Earl Allen really outdid himself  by bringing the horses and 
wagon. The kids really enjoyed the wagon rides through the 
woods. The kids fishing tournament off the dock was won by 
our own Camp Adjutant Bobby Lentz’ daughter Sidney.  The 
turkey shoot was steady with competitors vying for prizes under 
the watchful eye of Range Officer 2nd Lt. Hal Schemer and 
crew. The Camp Musket Competition was a hard fight and took 
two shoot offs to determine a winner and the trophy went to 
Camp 745. 
 We were honored to have Army of Tenn. Commander 
Tom Strain and Florida Division Commander Jim Davis attend-
ed the event. AOT Commander Strain is running for Lt. Com-
mander of the S.C.V. and it is our privilege to endorse his candi-
dacy.  The Lee-Jackson Event was attended by Camps 1209, 
1360, 745, 2041 and Alabama Camp 768. The success of this 
event and the brotherhood shared ensures that next year’s event 
will even be even bigger and better.  

Pictured watching the turkey shoot are Florida Division commander 
Jim Davis, Army of Tennessee commander Tom Strain and Kirby-
Smith Camp Commander Calvin Hart. 
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Editors Emeritus 
 
Richard Warner   Ron Thomas  Mark D. Lowe  John H. Ratliff  John W. Adams    
Lester Williams  Donald Lee Wehr  George S. Catoe  Dean Boggs  A. Robert Kuykendal 
Doug Dawson  Jeffrey Sizemore  Kevin Spargur  E. J. Stanley  James S. Davis   
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Message from the Florida Division  
Commander 

      
Compatriots 
 
 
 Our Division Reunion will be held 6-8 June in Ocala.  Your Brigade and 
Camp Commander should have the registration and motel information.  This will be 
an election year so I hope to see a large turnout.  This year Randy Bender, Nominat-
ing Committee Chairman, will be sending out the committee’s recommendations in 
advance of the reunion for the Camps to review.  Members with questions concerning 
the nominating process should contact Randy Bender at (904) 657-9468 or 
at  randyscvcamp1316@msn.com 
 
  This year’s Friday night social is being put on by Florida’s Mechanized Cav-
alry and the Mary & Molly Bell OCR Chapter #20. They will be hosting a Low Country Boil which will start at 7 
p.m. For those who have never attended a Low Country Boil are in for some great food.  
 
 The Tampa Flag Site, my number one project, will be completed by the middle of April and I want to thank 
everyone for being patient during the last year and a half.  I would be remiss if I did not thank Sylvia Darby, the 
OCR and Mike Herring for their valuable assistance in completing this project. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Florida Division Commander 

mailto:randyscvcamp1316@msn.com�
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 On January 7, 2014, members from the Florida Divi-
sion S.C.V. and the Order of Confederate Rose attended the 
monthly staff meeting of Volusia County Sheriff Ben John-
son.  The purpose of which was to present Sergeant Odgers and 
Deputy Poteralski with the National S.C.V. J.Edgar Hoover 
"Law and Order certificate and medals.  During March, 2013, 
these two dedicated deputies exhibited extreme bravery and 
risk of life in the rescuing of a one year old baby from a burn-
ing home. 
 Those attending, are, left to right:   5th brigade Cmdr. 
Byron Peavy with Cadet William Peavy, 4th Fl. Div.Lt Cmdr. 
H.D. Hurst, Sgt. Odgers, Deputy Poteralski, Sheriff Ben John-
son, O.C.R. #10 President Karen Hurst and Compatriot Carl 
Hopf. 

Old City Cemetery - Jacksonville, FL 

On January 25th 2014 Twelve members of Kirby-Smith 
Camp 1209 Jacksonville, Florida braved the cold temper-
atures to complete its monthly work day in Jacksonville's 
Old City Cemetery. The cemetery is the last resting place 
for many Confederate veterans and the Kirby-Smith 
camp takes great pride in making sure that cemetery is 
always kept in good condition as a tribute to the veterans 
who are buried there. 

Veterans Day Parade 

Fernandina Beach, FL 

On November 9, 2013,  Camp 745-
Gen. Joseph Finegan, in coopera-
tion with Camps 1209-Kirby Smith, 
2041-Capt. Winston Stephens, 
OCR Chapter 6 and the 3rd Florida 
Infantry, participated in the Veter-
ans Parade, held in Fernandina 
Beach, FL.  The marching unit and 
float is always a favorite among the 
spectators 
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Battle of Olustee Recruiting Table 
 

On February 14th,15th and 16th 2014 at the battle of 
Olustee reenactment outside of Lake City Florida The 
Kirby-Smith Camp 1209 Jacksonville, Florida 
manned a recruiting booth along with their H.L. Hun-
ley submarine display. The display attracted a lot of 
attention and questions from crowd, which made for a 
great recruiting opportunity. Many members of the 
camp helped to man the display and recruiting table as 
well as participate in the reenactment. 

Confederate Memorial Day 
 
SCV Camp 745, Gen. Joseph Finegan celebrated 
Confederate Memorial Day despite six inches of 
rain.  It had been raining continuously all night and 
let up to a fine mist just long enough 
to complete the scheduled service. 

Wreath Laying Ceremony 
 
On October 19, 2013, Camp 745 General Joseph Finegan 
and Camp 1209 Kirby Smith, held a wreath laying and 
memorial ceremony at the grave site of Camp 745's 
namesake. 

 At this year’s Olustee Parade the Florida Division 
was honored to have the color guard from Camp 745 escort 
Division Commander Jim Davis and Flags Across Florida 
Committee Chairman Randy Bender. 
 The color guard consisted of the Camps 1st Lt. 
Commander Bob Sieg, Kim Hoffecker, Josh Jones, Rod 
Moody, Mike Lord, Jack Hogan, Brandon Bickford, James 
Shronce and Josh Jones. 

Battle of Olustee Parade 
Lake City, Florida 
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SAM DAVIS:  

BOY HERO OF  

THE CONFEDERACY 
By Larry Wilhoite 

 
 

 “If I had a thousand lives, I would give them all here 
before I would betray a friend or the confidence of my inform-
er.”  Those were the last words of Sam Da-
vis before the trap door sprung and launched 
Sam into eternity and his martyrdom in 
Southern history.   
 Sam was born October 6, 1842, in 
Smyrna, Rutherford County, Tennessee to 
Charles Louis and Jean Simmons Davis.  He 
was the oldest of nine children raised on the 
168-acre family farm.  The Davis family was 
a typical Southern middle-class family of the 
period.  Sam was primarily home-schooled 
until he entered the Western Military Insti-
tute at Nashville in 1860 where he studied 
under Henry Shaw and future Confederate 
General Bushrod Johnson.  His loyalty to his 
state called in 1861, bringing his formal edu-
cation to an end. 
After Lincoln’s call for 75,000 volunteers to 
put down the Southern rebellion, Tennessee 
seceded from the Union.  Sam, like so many 
of the young Southern boys, was caught up 
in the war fever and enlisted in Company I, 
“Rutherford Rifles”, First Regiment of the 
Tennessee Volunteers at the age of 19.  The 
First Tennessee Regiment marched off to 
western Virginia where the regiment partici-
pated with General Robert E. Lee at the Bat-
tle of Cheat Mountain followed by fighting 
in the Shenandoah Valley.   
 April 1862 found the regiment back 
in Corinth, Mississippi with the Army of 
Tennessee under General Albert Sidney 
Johnston.  Although Davis was slightly 
wounded in the Battle of Shiloh, he was suf-
ficiently recovered to march into Kentucky 
with General Braxton Bragg to secure that 
state for the Confederacy.  At the Battle of 
Perryville in October 1862, Sam suffered a 
more severe wound, requiring a much longer 
period to recover. 
 In the fall of 1862, Captain Henry 
Shaw, his teacher at Western Military Insti-
tute, recruited Sam into a band of Southern 
spies known as “Coleman’s Scouts.”  Their 
objective was to gather intelligence on the 

Federal army in central Tennessee and relay it to General 
Bragg in Chattanooga.  
Coleman’s Scotts wore Confederate uniforms, but they often, 
out of necessity, wore captured Union uniforms, dyed a dark 
brown using walnut dye. 
 Captain Shaw, alias E. Coleman, maintained his 
headquarters about 40 miles south of Davis’s home.  Shaw 
collected verbal and written reports from his scouts and then 
assigned one scout to take the material to General Bragg.   
 The Union was desperate to capture Coleman’s 
Scouts and put them out of business.  Brigadier General 
Grenville Dodge arrived in Pulaski, Tennessee on November 
5, 1863.  His top priority was to locate Coleman’s headquar-

ters. 
 Davis spent October and Novem-
ber 1863 in and around Nashville collect-
ing intelligence on the Union forces. Shaw 
assigned Davis to deliver the information 
to General Bragg, who was at Missionary 
Ridge.  Davis had received permission to 
visit his home before undertaking this 
mission.  He started out early on the morn-
ing of November 19, dressed in boots his 
father had mended for him, old gray Con-
federate pants and a walnut-dyed Union 
cape and hat and arrived at Shaw’s head-
quarters that day.  On November 20th, Da-
vis set out on his mission to General 
Bragg. 
 Davis was about 15 miles from 
Shaw’s headquarters when he was am-
bushed by soldiers of the 7th Kansas Cav-
alry (known as Jayhawkers) of Dodge’s 
command.  Sam was taken to General 
Dodge at Pulaski.  Dodge ordered his men 
to arrest anyone in the area who might in 
the least appear suspicious.  
 Davis was traveling with a naval 
pistol and a pass signed by E. Coleman.  
In his pockets, they found information that 
could only have come from Dodge’s desk.  
More incriminating documents were 
found in the heel of his boot and saddle-
bags.  Dodge knew he had a traitor in his 
office. 
 Davis was jailed in Pulaski.  Later 
in the day, three other men were put in the 
same cell, one being Henry Shaw, alias E. 
Coleman.  Dodge wanted Davis to reveal 
the location of E. Coleman’s headquarters 
and the identity of his informer.  Davis 
refused. 
 Dodge wrote to General W. T. 
Sherman, saying “I found Davis to be a 
young man not over twenty years of age, 
tall and soldierly and very respectful.”  
However, he told Sherman he could not 
get him to answer his questions about 
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Coleman’s Scouts.  Dodge then in-
formed Davis that he would be tried 
as a spy, knowing that if convicted, 
he faced execution by hanging.  
Still, Davis remained silent. 
Davis was again interrogated by 
several officers without success.  
Many of the Union officers were 
very impressed by Davis’s loyalty 
to his leader and informer.  Dodge 
therefore appointed a military com-
mission for a court-martial begin-
ning on November 22. 
 When Davis was captured, 
he was wearing a Confederate uni-
form and therefore, according to the 
U. S. Army’s own regulations, 
should have been held as a prisoner 
of war, not a spy.  Instead, they pro-
ceeded to try Sam as a spy.  Even 
though the witnesses who captured 
Davis testified that they felt he was 
wearing a Confederate uniform, the 
Judge Advocate ignored such testi-
mony. 
 Davis was tried on two 
counts, first being a spy, and second, 
carrying information from within the 
Union lines to persons in arms 
against the United States.  Davis 
pleaded not guilty to being a spy and 
guilty on the second count.  The 
court found him guilty on both 
counts and sentenced him to be 
hanged on November 27, 1863.   
 Davis had many visitors 
while awaiting his execution.  One 
such visitor quoted Davis as saying 
“I do not fear for death, but it makes 
me mad to think I am to die as a 
spy.” 
 Davis wrote this letter to his 
parents before his execution. 
 
“Dear mother, O how painful it is to 
write you!  I have got to die to-
morrow---to be hanged by the Fed-
erals.  Mother, do not grieve for me.  
I must bid you good-bye forever-
more.  Mother, I do not fear to die.  
Give my love to all.” 
 
Your Dear Son,  
Sam 
 
Mother tell the children all to be 
good.  I wish I could see all of you 
once more, but I never, never will no 
more. 

Mother and Father do not forget me, 
think of me when I am dead, but do not 
grieve for me, it will not do any good. 
Father, you can send after my remains 
if you want to do so.  They will be at 
Pulaski, Tenn.  I will leave some 
things with the hotel keeper for you. 
Pulaski is in Giles County Tennessee, 
South of Columbia.” 
 
Sam Davis sat atop his coffin as he 
rode the wagon to the gallows.  The 
entire Union XVI Corps was drawn up 
around the gallows when Federal Spy 
Chief L. H. Naron broke through the 
ranks shouting “Stop the execution!  
Stop!”  He brought a pardon to Davis 
offering him his freedom and safe con-
duct to the Confederate lines if he 
would only give them the information 
they wanted.  Davis calmly replied “If 
I had a thousand lives to live, I would 
give them all rather than betray a 
friend or the confidence of my inform-
er.”  He then turned to the provost and 
said “Officer, I did my duty.  Now, you 
do yours.” 
Captain William F. Armstrong then 
removed Sam’s hat, placed a white 
bag over his head and adjusted the 
noose before dismounting the gallows.  
The trap door sprung, launching young 
Sam toward Heaven and into Southern 
martyrdom. 
Today, the Sam Davis home in Smyr-
na, Tennessee, is maintained as a 
shrine to this Confederate hero.  Sam 
is buried in the family cemetery be-
hind the house.  Oh, such courage, 
loyalty and devotion! 
 
Larry Wilhoite holds a BS degree in 
history from Stephen F. Austin State 
University and is an avid student of 
the War Between the States.  He is 
Commander, Texas Society, Military 
Order of the Stars & Bars; adjutant of 
the O. M. Roberts Camp 178, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, Waxahachie; 
and a member of the Order of South-
ern Cross.   
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Oak Lawn Cemetery 
by Wesley Frank 

 After our Parade we pulled over to cool the bikes 
and Lt Kelley Crocker knew an interesting story about a 
man buried in the Oak Lawn Cemetery so 6 blocks north. 
We got back to the bikes and followed Kelly to the Cem-
etery where we were introduced to the resting place of 
155 veterans from the battle which died in the hospital. 
These are the stones for the mostly unknown soldiers, 
155 of them, who died in defense of Lake City and Flori-
da. The gentleman we came to visit is not buried near the 
marker but some 100 yards away under a small head 
stone. The story Kelly told was this man ( I am sorry I 
forgot his name) was a member of the West Florida Sem-
inary (now Florida State University) in Tallahassee, Fl. 
 The Cadets fought the battle of Natural Bridge 
outside Tallahassee, March 1865, where 1000 union sol-
diers including two regiments of US Colored Troops, 
under the command of Brigadier General John Newton. 
They landed near St. Marks for an expedition against the 
blockading port and Fort Ward which protected it. The 
union command hoped victory there would lead to the 
surrender of the state capital.  Kelly said this man did not 
fight, as he was on guard duty, guarding union prisoners. 
He later moved to Lake City and married and collected 
his pension. He and his wife are buried together without 
a confederate Headstone which Lt. Crocker wants to add 
next Olustee to honour this young man. 
 The last Confederate Widow is also buried in 
this same cemetery, her name is Nena Moseley Feale 
died in 1985. 
 February the 14th-16, 2014 was the annual Olus-
tee Festival in Lake City Florida, and the SCV was there. 
The battle of Olustee was fought Feb. 20, 1864 outside 
Lake City where 5500 union forces fought 5300 Confed-
erate forces, mostly Georgia units with 2 Florida units. 
  The Florida Mechanized Cavalry on the west 
coast paired up with J.D. Spivey and his Hard Core Con-
federate’s to ride to Lake City. The more bikes the safer 
the ride and as they were going anyway, the Florida boys 
joined in. Greg Kalof in Miami met Wesley Frank of 
Melbourne at the Turkey Creek Service Center on the 
turnpike and we rode north to join up with the other 25 
bikes in Ocala. Friday morning was a beautiful day, just 
some 40 degrees in the morning, but warmed up well as 
the afternoon came. We arrived in Lake City and 
checked into our motel and rested up with plans for sup-
per at about 6 P.M. at Texas Roadhouse. While we were 
resting and socializing the Georgia troops were riding 
down from as far north as Warner Robbins, Ga, now that 
is dedication to the cause. This is what Stephen Dill Lee 
gave us in the charge, to defend the good name of the 
Confederate Soldiers, something I firmly believe the 
Mechanized Cavalry does 150%.  At about 5:45 we all 
met in front of the hotel and visited before we went 
across the street to supper. We made it to the center of 
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the median strip with no problem but the other side present-
ed a challenge. As traffic slowed down I stepped off the 
curb and walked into the street, in from of the Sherriff, 
which motioned us across. Al Pringle and Wolf Davis did 
the advanced leg work and we had our names in and wait-
ing for the table, by the time we got there. After our group 
was seated the waitress took our orders and we settled into 
conversation. Supper was done and we went back to our 
hotels, with a full bellies and almost ready for bed. 
 Saturday February 15, was a wonderful day, instead 
of 36 degrees as predicted, it was 60 degrees. We all met at 
the Trailer in the front Parking Lot, both Florida and Geor-
gia riders. 
 The witching hour of 9:30 arrived and it was time 
to saddle up, as we headed thru town with our 30 some 
bikes, flags flying in the breeze. We made our turn off Hwy 
90 and rode down toward the staging area. Lt. Col Kalof 
broke off and went to find our spot in the parade line up. 
We milled around for a while before the Chief of Police 
came to visit and have her picture made with us again. 
 After the Chief had her picture made with us she 
went back to her duties and we prepared to pull out. The 
group of some 30 bikes and the Mechanized Cavalry trailer 
towed by Major Johnny Strickland and his Co-pilot and 
navigator Ronald “Hoedown” Thomas. Mrs. Kathy King 
provided us we the departing bikes and Georgia’s Jake Stal-
cap gave us the head on shot .I also received photos from 
Georgia’s Robert Bullock’s email address and my thanks to 
all who helped make this article.  
 The parade route starts in front of the Veterans Ad-
ministration Hospital, so as the men with pistols fired a sa-
lute to our veterans. We also passed out small 4 X 6 bat-
tleflags along the route and were welcomed by all including 
the black residents in the audience. President Abraham Lin-
coln, my friend Tad Allen of Rockledge, was the Grand 
Marshall and a salute was fired at the reviewing stands.  I 
have to admit I did not see anyone aim at Mr. Lincoln this 
time.  
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PLATFORM 
 
VISION 2016-  I am in total support of the current Vision pro-
gram and was there from its very origin in Chickamauga in the 
spring of 2011.  I firmly believe that we can and will become the 
premiere authority in all things related Confederate in the eyes of 
the public. This being said I am also a firm believer that we never 
need to place all of our eggs into one basket.  I plan, if elected, to 
also bring some new ideas from other non-profit volunteer organi-
zations that I have been and continue to be involved with.   
 
RECRUITING- The main job of the Lt. CiC is the department of 
recruiting new members into the SCV.  While I applaud Com-
mander Barrow for getting our advertisements into some very 
good publications that have a readership of many like minded in-
dividuals, I feel that we can and must do more.  As I look around 
this fine organization I see that as a general rule we are a group of 
men that join many organizations.  If elected I plan on reaching 
out to other Fraternal organizations and placing advertisements in 
their various publications in hope of recruiting from within their 
organizations.  It has also come to my attention that we need to do 
more with our new members and I plan on putting together a flash 
drive loaded with information about the SCV from top to bottom 
to give to our new members when they receive their membership 
card and certificate.  The individual camp can also add infor-
mation about their Division and Camp to it in order to give the 
new member a sense of being welcome into our fine organization. 
 
RETENTION- I feel as though retention is our largest obstacle to 
overcome.  When elected I plan on putting together a committee 
of some of our best recruiters across the Confederation and com-
ing up with a new recruiting and retention brochure to send out to 
the camps in hopes that they can be better prepared in not only 
recruiting new members but in maintaining them within the ranks 
of the SCV.  I also plan on offering something tangible to men 
that rejoin the SCV thru a mass mailing that will be done.  Wheth-
er it be a t-shirt, ball cap, challenge coin, etc. we need to give 
them a little something to say thank you for coming back to the 

rank and file.  This will also make them feel more wel-
come. 
 
SAM DAVIS YOUTH CAMP- I have been accused in 
the past by some as not supporting our youth.  I can as-
sure you that statement is so far from the truth it isn’t 
funny.  I have always support the cadet program and 
have even sent a couple of young men from my camp to 
the youth camp in the past.  When I was Division Com-
mander we offered eight scholarships to the camp each 
year and continue that to this day.  The concerns I had 
in the past dealt with the SCV insulating itself from the 
possibility of a frivolous lawsuit filed by some individu-
al or individuals.  However, over the past few months 
after speaking with some of the men that put these 
camps on each year they have given me a different out-
look on these camps.  In fact, in 2014 I plan on attend-
ing the camp for a day or two and really see what it is 
all about.   The youth is our lifeline and future.  If elect-
ed I also plan on expanding the cadet program in the 
form of a bi-monthly newsletter aimed at our young 
members. 
 
CONFEDERATE MUSEUM AT ELM SPRINGS- I 
fully support the new museum and I am on the newly 
formed committee appointed by the CiC.  I know that it 
is imperative for us to have a place for the man relics 
that we have now but for what may be bequeathed to us 
in the future.  There is no better location than that of 
Columbia, Tennessee at historic Elm Springs for this 
new museum to be built.  Not only a museum but also a 
state of the art business office that will benefit our mem-
bers for years to come.  
 
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOPS- Over the past 3 ½ 
years the current Lt. CiC Kelly Barrow has held Leader-
ship workshops all across the Confederation.  If elected 
I will continue these training workshops into the future.  
I firmly believe that we need to offer as much training 
to our Camps as we can.  Together we can bounce ideas 
off of each other not only from Camp to Camp but also 
Division to Division and Army to Army.  What works 
in one area may not work everywhere but it may work 
for some Camps elsewhere.  
 
 In closing, I would like to thank you in advance 
for your consideration for the office of Lt. Commander 
in Chief of this fine honorable organization.  I feel that 
my experience as a Camp Commander, Division Com-
mander, Army Councilman, Army Commander, and the 
many other volunteer organizations that I have been 
associated with in the past will be a valuable asset to me 
in this position.  I feel as if my six years on the GEC 
will be an invaluable asset as I transition into the role of 
Lt. CiC and that it will be a seamless transition.  
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Print Raffle 
 
 OCR Chapter # 10 will 
be selling chances on a limited 
edition print (True Colors) by 
Stan J. Strickland whose prints, 
alone, start at $150.00. 
 This print is 25 x 21 
(visible) and with mat/ frame  

is 35 x 31. Tickets will be $5.00 each and drawing will be June 
7th 2014 at the SCV FL Div. Reunion. 

 
Flag Fund Update   
January 10, 2014 

To all, 
  
 January 10 is a special day in the history of Flori-
da. Ordinance of Secession was approved by state legis-
lators and Florida officially left the Union of States fol-
lowing South Carolina and Mississippi. 
  Tampa Memorial Park was designed and created 
to honour the soldiers who defended our right to self gov-
ernment. With this emphasis the site has endured through 
four and half years defined by Southern Banners flying 
proudly. 
  With generous help from 40 individuals and or-
ganizations I have been able to purchase 2 Confederate 
flags and another later this month. The selections were 
the Army of Northern Virginia Battle flag thirty by thirty 
feet and a 3rd National thirty by fifty feet. Units from 
Florida served in the ANV throughout the four year 
struggle and the 3rd National remains the surviving na-
tional flag adopted March of 1865. My third purchase 
will be a thirty by forty Army of Tennessee battle flag. 
  Today I am closing the fundraising project know-
ing that a small but dedicated group of people stepped up 
and made this idea possible. The average donation was 
91.00 per person which is unbelievable. 
  I will accept any late donations with the under-
standing that once the sign recognizing contributors is 
completed I cannot add names. 
  We can all be proud knowing that the Tampa site 
will display a Confederate flag the entire year and into 
2015. 
  
Forward the Colours 
Mike Herring 
Commanding Officer 
Gen. Jubal A. Early 
Camp 556 Tampa, Florida 

Gravesite Restoration 
 
During the summer, SCV Camp 745 and Camp 2041, 
repaired and restored the gravesite of Pvt. Andrew 
Jackson King, Sr. at Kings Ferry, Florida.  A memorial 
and headstone dedication was held October 5, 2013 and 
was attended by 75 People.  Camps 745, 2041, 1209, 
471 and the 3rd FL Infantry were involved in the ser-
vice. 
 

The Attacks Continue 
By Bob Hurst 

   
      I believe that there has been more misinformation 
promulgated about the Confederacy than any other sub-
ject in this nation's history. Many of these untruths 
originated during the War of 1861-1865 and were used 
as propaganda by northern newspapers in an attempt to 
demonize the South and many individual South-
ern heroes.  
      Unfortunately, many of these untruths have sur-
vived right into the current period in which we find 
ourselves. Much of this is because of the fact that "the 
victor writes the history" and, unfortunately, the North 
emerged victorious in the great conflict. 
  While there are millions of us in the South (and 
even some in the North) who honor and revere our 
Southern history, heritage and culture, there are many 
detractors (often northern transplants, which I find 
ironically humorous) who just don't seem to ever tire in 
their attempts to denigrate our people, our speech, our 
religious ways, our attitudes toward life and, especially, 
our history. 
      These attacks on us have been occurring for dec-
ades but seem to be increasing in recent years as the 
"progressives" have come to the fore in the politics of 
this country. I have noticed what seems to be a sharp 
increase in the volume of negative actions taken toward 
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our history and, especially, our Confederate history. The 
latest example occurred just last night ( I am writing this 
on November 15 ) in Crestview, a nice Florida city in the 
western part of the Panhandle not far from Pensacola. 
      First, some background on the situation. In 1957 an 
elderly gentleman named William Lundy passed away (or 
"passed over the river" as good Confederates say). Mr. 
Lundy, affectionately known as "Uncle Bill" , was report-
edly 109 years old and was acknowledged as the last Con-
federate veteran in Florida. 
      A few years later a civic club in Crestview was instru-
mental in the creation of a small park on Highway 85 at 
East 1st Avenue which was dedicated as "Confederate 
Park". It is a nice small park with two attractive decorative 
benches and a headstone-sized monument with a plaque 
acknowledging Uncle Bill Lundy as the last Florida Con-
federate veteran. In 1958 a Confederate Battle Flag atop an 
approximately 20-foot flagpole was added to the park. 
      The park and flag remained without controversy until 
1996 when the NAACP, under an activist local president, 
began protesting the CBF. The NAACP was unsuccessful 
in its attempts to have the CBF removed just as the organi-
zation was unsuccessful in an attempt to have the CBF re-
moved from the lawn of the Walton County Courthouse in 
nearby Defuniak Springs where it flies atop a tall pole near 
the oldest Confederate monument in the state. 
      Subsequent attempts in Crestview to have the flag re-
moved have also been unsuccessful and this leads us to 
last night. 
      The NAACP has recently launched another effort to 
have the CBF removed from the park. The issue had be-
come so heated that the City Council scheduled a special 
meeting to discuss only this single issue and to get input 
on the matter from the general public. 
      This resulted in the meeting last night and the crowd 
was large. The Sons of Confederate Veterans had about 15 
people in attendance coming from as far as Pensacola to 
the west and Tallahassee to the east. There were also about 
50 local citizens who were seated on our side of the room 
and about 40 individuals on the NAACP side. These fig-
ures are just my estimates and the crowd well could have 
been larger. The SCV and the NAACP were the only 
groups recognized by the council to offer statements. After 
the two groups had completed their presentations the floor 
was open for individuals to offer comments - and did they. 
It seemed that almost everyone in attendance had some-
thing to say about the situation. 
  I have to say that I was impressed with the council 
members and other city representatives present who sat for 
more than two hours listening to the many statements 
made by those wishing to speak. I was also a bit irritated 
by the pejorative nature and inaccurate content of many of 
the presentations from the NAACP group. 
      When the chairperson called an end to the discussion 

and asked the council members if there was a motion 
to remove the flag from Confederate Park, not a sin-
gle council member responded - not even the black 
member of the council who will likely catch some 
flack from the people of the NAACP. So, the good 
guys won this round but I have no doubt that this 
same issue will again raise its ugly head some time in 
the future. 
      Also of interest is that this incident in Crestview 
comes on the heels of another attack by the NAACP 
on another iconic Southern/Confederate symbol. That 
event occurred over several weeks and involved an 
attempt by the NAACP to have the portrait of Robert 
E. Lee removed from the county commission cham-
ber in the Lee County Courthouse in Ft. Myers, Flori-
da. In case you don't know, Lee County is named for 
General Robert E. Lee and his portrait has hung in 
that location for 84 years. The SCV in that area of 
southwest Florida and many supporters were very 
active in defense of the portrait remaining as is and 
the Lee County Commission would have none of this 
nonsense about removing the portrait so the visage of 
this great man remains where it has been proudly dis-
played for more than eight decades. 
      By the way, during this month-long episode in 
Lee County, there was even a suggestion made by 
some on the other side to rename the county. If this is 
a game that everyone can play then I would suggest 
we change the name on the almost 1000 streets in this 
country that bear the moniker of a certain individual 
who was a proven plagiarizer, exposed womanizer 
and known Communist sympathizer. I won't even 
mention the name but I think you know to whom I 
am referring. (Hint: his FBI files are sealed by judi-
cial order until 1927.) 
      Although the good guys were successful in 
Crestview and Ft. Myers, it doesn't always turn out 
that way. Just this past month the school board of 
Jacksonville/Duval voted to change the name of Na-
than Bedford Forrest High School. While I hate to 
see the name of any Confederate hero removed from 
any public building, I have mixed emotions about 
this situation.  
      I have three art prints of General Forrest on walls 
of my house. My Confederate uniform is patterned 
after one he wore. I have at least four other Forrest 
art prints that are unframed and in a storage case be-
cause there is no more wall space available. As you 
might surmise, I truly admire the man. I'm not sure, 
though, if having his name attached to this high 
school in Jacksonville is truly honoring General For-
rest. While years ago Forrest High was a fine school, 
in recent years it has become a typical urban school 
beset with all the problems that implies. In fact, in 
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 It always gets my dander up when some semi-educated 
type tries to characterize Confederates as "traitors". Trai-
tors? Really? Then how could the following have hap-
pened? 
  
      ---  At the beginning of the Spanish-American War, 
President William McKinley appointed four former Con-
federate generals and one former Confederate colonel to 
the rank of brigadier general in the U.S. Army. The gener-
als were Fitzhugh Lee (R.E. Lee's nephew), Tom Rosser, 
Matthew C. Butler and Joe Wheeler. The colonel was Wil-
liam Oates. Lee had been governor of Virginia and Oates, 
governor of Alabama.It is hard to imagine that a U.S. pres-
ident would appoint "traitors" to the rank of general in the 
U.S. Army. 
  
      ---  It is also hard to imagine that the U.S. Military 
would sanction the naming of major U.S. military installa-
tions for "traitors" so how do the South-haters explain that 
the following major U.S. forts are named for Confeder-
ates? 
Fort Hood (General John Bell Hood), Fort Polk (General 
Leonidas Polk), Fort Benning (General Henry Benning), 
Fort Gordon (General John B. Gordon), Fort Bragg 
(General Braxton Bragg), Fort Lee (General Robert E. 
Lee), 
Fort A.P. Hill (General A.P. Hill), Fort Rucker (Colonel 
Edmund Rucker). 
  
      --- If all Confederates were traitors then why did Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower keep a portrait of General Robert 
E. Lee in his office (that would be the "Oval Office") dur-
ing his presidency? 
  
      --- If all Confederates were traitors then why did the 
U.S. Congress in 1958 enact P.L. 85-425 which recognizes 
Confederate veterans as American veterans entitled to all 
rights and privileges thereof.  
  
      Well, there is so much more but there is no more 
space. I hope this bit of information helps you to defend 
our Confederate ancestors against the non-sensical charge 
that they were traitors. I hope many of you will do some 
research into other issues concerning our Confederate an-
cestors. Oh, by the way, from a Southern viewpoint, the 
main reason the South fought was NOT to protect slavery. 
That was just another of the many northern prevarications 
about the South. 
  
Just Remember, the South was Right! ( Thank you, Don-
nie and Ron ) 
  
Bob Hurst is a true Son of the South who has special inter-
ests in the Confederacy and the antebellum architecture of 

the South. He is also a lieutenant commander of the 
Florida Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
 

Confederate Decoration Day 
April 19, 2014 

 
Compatriots and friends, 
 
 I would like to invite you to our Decoration 
Day Service at Soldier's Cemetery in Quincy Florida 
on April 19th at 4:00pm. 
 Our Keynote Speaker will be Susan Hatha-
way of the Virginia Flaggers. Susan will coming all 
the way from Richmond, Virginia for our Service. 
Also in attendance, will be Florida Division SCV 
Commander James S. Davis, who will be making the 
closing remarks. 
 Soldier's Cemetery is located inside of 
Quincy's Eastern Cemetery. The Cemetery is on US 
Hwy 90 in Quincy, across the road from the Gadsden 
County Sherriff's Office. If traveling west on Hwy 
90; it is best to go just past the cemetery and turn 
right on North Love Street, and the right again on 
East Washington Street.  
 
 http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/
WMBT46_Soldiers_Cemetery_Quincy_FL 
 
 Please disseminate to your Camp members 
and friends. For more information or directions, e-
mail me or call at 850-339-3051. 
 
Kelly Crocker, Commander 
Finley's Brigade Camp 1614 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMBT46_Soldiers_Cemetery_Quincy_FL�
http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMBT46_Soldiers_Cemetery_Quincy_FL�
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http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMBT46_Soldiers_Cemetery_Quincy_FL�
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade Melbourne  
by Miss June 

Sgt. Don did his usual great job of organizing and getting his troops to the starting line with plenty of time to spare! 
Those who rode the float were compatriots Tom Watkins, Larry Thornton, new member Justin Murrell and soon to 
be a member Dean Jackson. Rick Still pulled the float using Don's vehicle. Rick DeBord drove his 1967 Mustang 
accompanied by wife Darla, who also helped me with decorating the float, which looked spectacular in green! The 
weather was perfect, unless, of course, you were wearing a wool uniform! A special thank you 
to Rob Murray, Marc and Larry Thornton and Don Young for doing just that! 

Battle of Narcoosee Mill 
(Photos submitted by Miss June) 
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